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* 
The Right Hon. the Earl ef BUT E, 
AND | 
The Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT, Eſq; 
His MAJESTY's SzcazTARIEs of STATE. 


Gentlemen, 


WL the valuable acquiſition of the iſland of 


BELLEISLE i the firſt fruits of your 
Joint labours, permit me to congratulate you on 


this great and glorious event, the firſt which 
bar bappencd in bis Majeſly reign. 


Such an addition to the Britiſh dominions in 
@ time of war, is of the utmoſt importance 
but I will forbear to expatiate on its utility, 
being fully convinced you are already acquainted 


with it. 


The Britiſh arms have been long accuſtamed 
10 triumph. During the preſent war they 
have raiſed immortal trophies of conqueſt and 
bonour in the four quarters of the globe. But 
while woe ſay they bave dane all that 9 


hs a 
4 
-- 


unrivalled and unfading luſtre : And that your 
adminiſtration 2 become the favourite ara of 


% 


(wy | 
1 . ul. or the MV imagination 


could ſuggeſt, it would be unjuſt not to declare 


that they have been inſpired by your councils, 


which are diſtinguiſhed above all others for their 
fornnſs, vigilance and fi 


Mey our ed aan be belle | 
with ſuch like great and glorious events 3 and 
may the wiſdom of your councils ſhine with 


the hiftorian, and the darling theme of ab- 
plauſe and admiration to the lateſt aur | 
ſhalt be the  conflant wwiſh of, 


Gentlemen, 


+ Dd 


WILLIAM SMITH. 


for 
Bangor 
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OF THE 
EXPEDITION 


T 0 


HE plan on which this expedition 


BELLEISLE. 
1 ; | | / 
was made and conducted, was 


2 founded on true Britiſh principles. 


To conquer the iſle of Belleiſle in a time of 
war, is an atchicvement of the greateſt im- 
portance to this nation. We have only to la- 
ment that it was not done ſooner. Had it 
been done at the beginning of the preſent 
war, it would more ſenſibly have affected the 

/ B enemy, 


* 


te 
5 ener Fed” more e have ünſwered ; 
the intereſt of Great Britain. How this ſ 
negle& happened I will not pretend to ac- 
count for. It may be deemed temerity in 
me to ſay it was occaſioned by the want 
of knowledg e both of the importance and 
of "hs iſland, that it was not at- 
tacked during the late adminiſtration : How- 
ever, before this doubt is diſſipated, I would 
have it remembered, that we loſt Minorca, 
either by the want of intelligence of the 
enemy's deſign, or, what is worſe, by put- 
ting a diſbelief on that intelligence when it 
arrived. To the honour of the preſent ad- 
-* miniſtration it muſt be owned, that they 
have neither ſpared coſt nor pains in coming 
at the true ſource of every thing: but it 
would be abſurd and falſe to compliment 
them on their wiſdom in planning the late 
ſu cceßful expedition to Belleiſſe: It is ne- 
* they ſhould have their Juſt ſhare of 
- the praiſe and honour ariſing from this en- 
terprize and conqueſt, When the plan was 
offered-to their inſpeQion, they had ſagacity 
enough to ſee the merits of it; and, after a 
due conſideration, to improve it in ſeveral 
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parts, and ſpirit i to put it in exe- 
cution. 


| Ie may not be — the cutjobty of 
a; Briton to ſee the plan as it was originally 
laid down; and from that he will immedi- 
ately ſee the improvements which have been 
made in it, and how much the preſent worthy 
adminiſtration ſhould ſhare of his applauſe 
for their wiſdom, eren and * 
lance. | 


The fallowing rn are extracted — 4 
Scheme planned by an Officer in the laſt 972 
for. ſetzing the Iſland of Belleifle, on 
ef of France. 
* \HAT fix regiments of foot ſhould 
be immediately ordered to Torbay or 
= an and a ſufticient number. of tranſ- 
ak to go thither alſo, as ſoon as poſſibly 
ey can be got ready, to take theſę troops 
on board; and to be well victualled, to 
ſerve both troops and mariners for three 
months. | 


* 


B 2 II. 
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II. As there is che greateſt reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that the French cannot have above 800 
or 1000 regular troops in the abovelaid 
iſlen$av chis time, and chat the inhubirants, 
fir to bear arms, cannot amount to above g 

or 606//0ut id fix hattaltons, if cmpleat, 

2 ſuffze lent to drive all Before 
themny'if well comininded.” Ag ot DEB! 

445 el 10 rad Hun nome! 
in. The avecltinig ef the ile of ala 
at this time, with fix regiments, will put the 
French into as great an alarm, as if we were 


14 
* 
. 
2 
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co attaak any part of their main land with 20 

of 38 Battaliphs, and draw as many of their 1 

: ads that" way; becauſe Belleifle lien ſo 

near the middle of ſo many great. trading 4 

ports between Breſt and Bourdeaux, == is | 
EE Wees 366 miles <oaftwiys, and 4 fe 

Main land as the Hle'of Wight is to — ' 

mouth; and as the French will not know 


how fnany troops we have at Belleiſle; every = 
Fpluart öf that coaſt will-think they ate next to 
be attacked, and conſequently be in as'grear 
#:conſternation as all our weſtern cot would 

#5 be, if there was a body of French troops in 
3 the iſle of Wight, and they maſters of the 
ſta as we are; for whith reaſon they muſt 
imme- 


e ; *. 
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(9) 
immediately ſend a large body of troops from 
Flanders or elſewhere, to cover all that coaſt; 
andi as the iſlands of Dieu, Ree, and Oloron, 
lie along to the ſouthward of Belleiſſe, and 
thoſe of Uſhane and Groce to the northward: 
of it, they muſt fend ——— 


2 to — *thoſe lande al. 


7 114 


. Authere is an n — road 

for our ſhips of war to ride in between Bel-: 
lefle'and the mam land of France, they may 
lie there as well as they do at Spithead, and: 
be in the way to hinder the qunction of the 
Breſt and Rochforx ffec ts, and toũnteroepttheir 
going out or coming home to ne from thoſe - 
ports; as allo their trading ſtrips from Port- 
Louis, Nants, La Rochelle, Bayonne, and 
Botirdeaux; and if onde we get poſſeſſion of 
the iſland of Belleiſle, we may cre& arſenals 
and magazines there, and ſupply our ſhips of 
war wich every thing they want, to keepthem 
round, witch out being 
obliged to come hotne frbm every ernize, as 
they have alwiys hitherto dene 7 Hutch ab- 
fence the French have ſo properly watched, 
that they have © conſtantly got out, and 
. in ummoleſte. 
ep 


(10) 

„V. As the iſle of Belleiſle is the largeſt of 
all thoſe iſlands upon the coaſt of France in 
the Bay of Biſcay, and the moſt. commodious 
to annoy all chat coaſt, as well as the reſt of 
the iſlands, as it lies in the middle, it is cer- 
tainly the moſt proper to be attempted, more 


eſpecially as its on produce is capable of 


maintaining a great many troops; therefore, 
if we can conquer that iſland, as in all hu- 
man probability we may, if this expedition 
is well appointed and conducted, and as we 
may be able to: {pare more troops hereafter 
to ſend thither, We may very conveniently 
lodge them there to be ready upon every oc- 

caſion to make further attempts againſt the 
reſt of , thoſe iſlands, or anꝝ part of the main 
hand of that coaſt, and conſequently keep the 


VI. 2 dhe mb aw. Dow. 10 — 
ſound out their error in attempting to invade 


us from Dunkirk, Calais, &c. and if credit 
is to be given to what has been lately written 


Hom, Paris, that they. are preparing for, 4 


grand expedition at Breſt, to attack either 
this kingdom or its colonies, it is maſt key 
* 


* — we YO , EE 
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that their deſign may be againſt this coun- 
try, as thoſe ſhips are not ſo proper for any 
' where elſe; but as to what they further ſup- 
poſe in the ſaid letters, that it is propable the 
ſaid expedition may be deſigned for the Me- 
diterrancan, the countrary may be clear to any 
man who knows the ſituation of the French; 
becauſe it may be caſily underſtood, that they 
will never be ſuch fools as to ſend the only 
fleet they are now able to fit out to thoſe 
ſeas, where they will not be able to get them 
back again during the war, becauſe they 
well know we ſhall ſend a ſtronger, fleet after 
them; and, were they forced into Toulon, 
as inevitably they muſt, they could never 
get ſtores to fit them out again, which was 
the very reaſon they made ſuch a puſh to get 
out when they laſt came from thence. 
VII. It cannot be paſitively aſſerted what 
real number of troops the F OED may now 
have at Belleiſſe, but it is well known they 
had no other there than invalids and militia 
; before our late expedition to that coaſt [in 
1745], and not above 4 or 500 of thoſe; 
and no it may be ſuppoſed, that from the 
number of troops ſent to thoſe parts ſince, 
and the . they had ta diſtribute 


| Gd 
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r ene | 


number fixſt mentioned. In the mean time, 
it is very ꝑoſſible they anay have raiſed ſome 
additional works. th the little fortreſſes thay 
had upon that iſland, and raiſed ſome mote 
batteries to cover their landing places, whioh 
8 may render his enterprize a little more dif- 
+Acult:: But it is alſo known, that 12 or 
vTg5oo men would have been able to take the 


-whole iſland and fortreſſes before our fald 
— and, ſurely, ſix battalions may be 
thought fuffialent to take che whole now,. 
— if we are to endeavour to bring 
France to ſubmit to an — 
we muſt riſl ſomething by feeling about ſor 
tlie moſt ſonſihle part to hit them in: But it 
is always moſt adviſeahle to attempt a little 
thing, that may prove moſt likely to ſacceed 
dy al ſmall expence, than a large expedition 
of a great eoſt, chut may be difficult 18 
port, 07 Hake to a geſet. wy 
ai _ As'Breſt is a tha? wa no „d 
navigation to it, and has no materials what- 
ſdever in it or the building, repairing, or 
fitting out ſhips, but what is brought to it 


by ſea from Baàyonne, Baurdeaux, Nants, 
La Rochelle, Port Louis, Cc. and which 
they 


that we found in the open country. I alſo 


| (13 )* 

they -carry thither in time of war with great 
lafety, 5 thoſe zflands and the main, 
in ſpite of our ſhips of war, who know no- 
thing of that navigation, the taking of Bel- - 
leiſle would put a final end to that commerce; 
fo that the French would not ebe able to fit 
out a ſingle ſhip from Breſt, after the preſent 
ſtores they may have there are exhauſted z 
Rochfort withqut the greateſt difficulty: And 
as Belleiſle lies directly over againſt Port- 
Louis and L' Orient, none of their Eaſt India 
n in out of that Nn. 


— been told the coaſt of the ſaid iland 
has been viſited by ſome commanders of our 
ſhips of War, and that they have reported 
that it was rocky on each fide, that it was 
impoſſible to land any troops upon it; the 
contrary of which I have had a clear demon- 
ſtration of: For I myſelf was at the making 
of ſeveral landings upon it out of men of wars 
boats in the year 1708, with ſeveral bo- 
dies of troops, and at ſeveral parts of the 
ſaid ifland, and plundered it of all the cattle 


went there in a French Eaſt-India ſhip from 
L' * in che year 1740, ſtaid eighty- 
C eight 


ho 14), 
9 — jequryhk 
ſor andi def troops. =" 1 d 1 14 


* 4. 1 e.. ec Ano to f 
ran aſd 16 gent 


: Hence tt is nie bat this plan id of 4 
= Randing 5 and alſo how uſefel it is to 
ts, bobs raking” frequent deſdents on 
tht Afferent parts o che French coaſt. 
Had it been in our” poſſeſſion hen chat 
edpedition-'' 16 ' LOrient,/ under "admiral 
Leſteck and general Binelait, in 1745, it is 
very ptobable it ' would not have miſcarried. 
But hat may we not now expect, with bet- 
ter officers at the head of our military affairs, 


and a more Wiſe and Ggtlant government, 
whoſe firmneſs is — of Tan- 


kind; and the tarror — 6,4 a 
f i 3801 rt Hoss no Y egpr 21 , 
If any delief may be mne 
pearances, we may i > there was a de- 


gun formed laſt year of — $ 
and had not that expedition been retarded by 
unforeſeen delays and accidents, it is not 
doubted but it would have reached the object 
of its deſtination before it could be ſuſpected 
whiete it was going to. Pat being put off 
from time to time, it afforded ſome pene- 


trating heads to make ſhrewd oonjectures on 
| the 


(Is) 
ne plan of its operationss Which —— 


perhaps, by ſome means, gained i nformation 
of, and immediately began to repair che fortifi- 
cations on the iſland, a ndreinfotce the troops 
upon it; both of which they continued 2 
do during the whole of laſt ſummer, or a 
leaſt till the deſign. of ſending the SN 
fleet from England was laid aſide. 


| Notwithſtanding this check, de we 
did not let drop their ſcheme; they wee 
ſtill determined to carry it into execution. 
The troops, though they were brought 
aſhore again from the ſhips, were quartered 
round about Partſmouth, that they might 
with the greater facllity be affetwblel when 
they were called upon; — ſeveral prepara- 
tions continued to beè made during the win- 
ter, which plainly indicated, that the go- 
vernment ſtil intended to ſend out the * 
Gntion-fivet. 


By the middle of Macch, 1761. the fal- 
lowing ſhips were equipped and put under 
che command of that prudent and courige- 
-ous officer commodore Auguſtus Keppel, 
— taling Goree on the 

woras trot οYο £44; 1: Noa. 
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D 
the ayth and a8ch days of March. The 
agth, the whole fleet left Spithead, and on 
the 31ſt it was known, both among the 

troops 
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three boats which firſt came to land, than 


(47) 
troops and the fleet, that they were deſtined - 
the 5th of April the wind was againſt them. 
On the 6th, they came fo near Belleiſle that 
they ſent out cutters to make. the land. 
About noon, on the 7th, the whole fleet 
came to an anchor in the Great- road of Bel- 
leiſle, and began to make diſpoſitions for 
landing the troops, At. four o'clock next 
morning the boats were ready for the recep- 
tion of the troops. Commodore Keppel, 
and major-general Hodgſon, had agreed to 
land them on the beach of a {andy ſhore near 
the point of Loc- Maria, at the. ſouth-eaſt 
end of the iſland. In order to effect this, a 
feint was made to attack the citadel, while 
the Dragon, and Achilles, capt. Barrington, 
failed to Loc-Maria bay, and filenced the 
enemy's batteries; which the latter effected 
in a | very ſhort time. The troops were by 
this time in the boats, which immediately 
puſhed for ſhore under cover of the Achilles 
and a bomb - veſſel; but the enemy were 
ſtrongly entrenched on the heighis, and had 
moreover a little fort for cheir defence. 


No ſooner were the men got out of the 


the 


6489 
the French ſhewed their heads above the en- 
tenchments, and gave them three fires, 


which did great execution, and threw them 
into confuſton. About 200 of. the Scotch 


fafilters' were aſhore with major Purcell, 


whien one boat of Erſkine's grenadiers, con- 


fiſting only of 60 men, commanded by capt. 


Oſbourne; landed on a very difficult and rock 
point, where they drew up undiſ- 
His firuation was fuch, that he flanked- the 
for a little time; but, unfottufiately, 
no other boat followed him! A few paces 
brought him on the high ground. The 
French immediately came out, and the 
captain advanced with intrepidity to meet 
them. In landing he loſt his fuse, there 
fore he drew bie ſword, hen a hot 
Him down; he imm got up, and ad- 
Yanced; When a ſecond made him fall again ; 
this he recovered, and ſtill he Advanced. He 
was now ſo cloſe to the enemy, chat he e. 
changed ſeveral thraſts with their officer; the 
men fired, and then puſhed their bay — 
The commandets on beck ſides were! 
when our men, having nobody to bead Met 
and ſeeing no ſuccours, threw down their 
arms; a few of chem took to their heels, and 


1 — they were taken io a 
boat, 
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boat, and carried to the ſhips. The boats 
were now retreating as fuſt us poſſible. A 
number of men were killed and wounded in 


the boats: among the latter was brigadier 
Catlrpn, but not dangerouſly. Major-general 
Crauford, and bripadier Carlton,' did all'that 
could be expected from brave officers; but 
the enemy were defended by a breaſt- work 
on a hill, which they could not come at, be- 
cauſe the foot of it was fearped away, and on 
every fide it was exceſſively ſteep. A feint 
was made to divert the attention of the enc- 
my, by otdering ſome men of war, and 
troops into boats under their cover, oppoſite 


the northern part of the iſland; but it had 


no effect. The loſs, occaſioned by this v. 
. Was as follows: 
 Whitchall, May 9. Rewrn of ahekilled, 
wounded, and prifoners, on the Sch of April, 
1761, on the attack at Port Andro, on the 
iſland of Belleiſle, ſent by major-general 
Hodgſon to the ficld-marihal lord viſcount 
2 and 1 by "9s laid ngjoe- 
Whitmore's regiment. 2 ſetjeants, 9 rank 
and file, killed. 3 rank and file, wounded. 
3 
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3 officers, 1 ſerjeant, 40 rank. andifle, pri- 
1 et and eee the 
priſoners. e . $39 V (> W. T 
1ER. obey 299321 213 Ane. . $775 
I: Beauclerk's 9 ag 1 officer, 3 ſer- 
jeantz, 1 drummer, 47 rank and file, Killed. 
4; officer, I ſerjeant, 1 drummer, 38 rank 
and file, Mounded. - 3 officers, 1. ſerjeant, 
89 rank and file, priſoners. 30 rank and 
file, wounded ann n 


Ju ” I 0 32444 4 


mum * wy eg 1 . 
mer, 8 rank and file, killed. 8 rank and 
file, wounded. 2 officers, 3 5 rank and file, 
priſoners. 10 rank and file, n 


the pier . 


1101 . 494 

Erſkine's regiment. 2 — . 2 3 85 

1 drummer, G rank and file, killed. 16 rank 
and file, wounded. r 
— +. Ain 4d. 1 0701 


8A. . 


| Colill's nn 4 rank and file killed. 
J Hank and file, wounded. -: 2 officers, 1 ſer- 
Jeant, 29 rank and file, priſoners. - 5 rank 
and * er of the ps. 
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Rufane's 1& battalion. 1 drummer, 2 


tank and file, killed. 4 tank» and file, 
wounded. 2 officers, 1 ſetjeant 21 tank 
—— Eon 


7 


— x officer primer, 
Grey's regiment, e killed, 424 


| Names & officers, killed, wounded, or pri- 


ſoners. ba Dobro 


. Whitmore's regiment. Lieut. colonel 
Thomas, quarter-maſter general, wounded, 
and priſoner. Lieutenants Surman and 95 
der, priſoners. 


Beauclerk's regiment. W De 
Stewart, killed. Major Lumiſden, wounded. 


z 


 Lieutenants Scrymſour, Forbis, and Nugent, 


priſoners, 


Panmure's regiment. Lieutenants In- 
nis and Ramage, priſoners. 


Dn” Erſ- 


(2 )) 


© Enfinev* regiment. © Captain - Oſborn, | 


lieütenunt Gardiner, killed. Lieutenants 
Green and 1 
h 71 Lon 1 As 4 7 

Calvill's regiment. LieutenantsTrivvri and 
Jackſon, priſoners. 
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Rufane'ꝰs 1ſt W Lieutenants Shel 
den and Deuxell, priſoners. es 


LI a4 


er ee mae: Lear, 
wounded, and priſoner. 


Grey's ent. Major Purcell, killed. 
_ 8 — —— 


| Total killed. 5 10 ebene 
drummers, 8 


Tout: rent. * - officer, 1 ſerjeant, 
1. drummer, 72 rank. and file. "1 


Total priſoners. 1 5 officers, ches, 
1.dtummer, lg rankrand foe. t 


T.ootal loſs. 20 1 15 ſrjeants & 
W 393 — 


To- 
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Belonging 0 the h.. 
ſeamen, killed. 
Valiant. 1 midſhipman, — 


SY | — *c; 9 05 6 
e 2e 3 days after this misſor · 
For two was extreamly tempeſtu- 
tune the — — the flat boats on 
the veils, ſuttined » great dal 
— tem vere dv nt 

the lich and 12 3 
hr Bas — 5 ſhips were 
oy all damages ; and the — 
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hut every part ſeemed to bo ſb well defended, 

either by batteries or rocks, and in mairy 
both, that it was deemed to be but 


juſt poſſible to lund the ttvops, provided the 
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| Nonidifuliling this Mitwaraging report, 
commodore Keppel determined to eſſect a 
landing ſomewhere; and · wich this intention 
— reſolved on making another at- 
tempt as ſocn as puſfible. I conceived 
hopes from his deſign, becauſe he confidered 
the enemy's principal ſentiment to be, that 
the ſeemiug impracticabilty of Jending, 
would make the Engliſh to lay aſide thets 
intention p3che knen“ ich that the / eneiny 
had no-other' material defence but their- in- 
sccefſhble/ ect as they' called. it 3 and a 


e marched" ſer that purpoſe: 
Wich fich s fkibfel he deter» 
mird vo divide their attention, and te hats 
maſs the trobps rp bas clan: * 
_ coal, 7.0 ff 208 e 220 3 
d..! RN en Ecce | 3M Wor: 
On the 32d in 
deſigu of attacking Sutzon, and of fhvera} 
mm eee which © 
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their pes ly in annoying the boats bye 
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enemy was not in the leaſt prepared 

a landing, «6 oy: Hanghs 6 979 mare 
to land there. Lambert howeyer undeceived 
them, and Beauclerk s. grenadiers, with 
captain Patterſon at their head, were on the 
hill and formed before the enemy kneyr any 
thing of iti. The French immediately 
brought 300 men to drive. the adler; 
away, but they obſtinately maintained heir 
ground till they were ſupported by other 
they loft however about thirty men 


noope: 
in this. Kirmiſn. Brigadier Lambert ac» 


quired great honour in this affair; and the 
brave Sir Thomas. and other cap» 
—— prey 

direQing their fire up 


ing great execution, 3 
ee 


* * © * + * oy © 
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t ay, which was te 23d of ny 


any of our attempts elſewlierd. Even me 
enterpriſing 
ſurmount, when be landed in Canada, than our forces 
Belleiſle. 
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„The enemy finding that our troops were 
landiog i in great numbers ®, abandoned their, 
bs and. y brig men, and  immedi- 

fly retreated in to the country. In a ſhort 
978 . troops were on the iſland 
fl he horſe e ln . 0 


the Wn IF | T6467 51 it Ot 


the whole army formed into columns, and 


began” their march towards Palais, or Is 


Bourg, "the capital of f the iſland. 


e found” five field Pieces, which py 


— — and we 


could "Wſtinguiſh- them flying with great 
pe anJunother body making l b. fern 


150 al 105 


2 of commtar ater ſpirit to the ſailors 
F t his is ſhip, N want into bis 


ſeryed, 
. — 
n boats, Where he was ex» 
a 6 fre of the enemy. p 
m 8 55 be remembered that the MARE troops 


landed; there aroſe — — thick and — . — 


e k bot 2 1 et, — — br 


ons pony Beauclerk's Taps gmt 


ty of this landing, 
ſhall Pry R to xp applauded as mach 's 
general Wolfe had not more obſtacles to 
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join them. At this time'a large fire was 
kindled up on the top of a hill, in the middle 


of the iſland, which our priſoners informed 
us was a ſignal for all the troops and inha- 
bitants in the iſland to repair to Palais. Next 
day the Britiſh troops marched to a ſmall 
village, and there lay under arms all night. 
In the mean time the ſhips of wat worked 
up to the citadel. 


% 


On the 24th of April, the army under the 


command of general Hodgſon continued 


their march directly towards the town and 
citadel of Palais, and a party of light-horſe 
took poſt at Sauzon. The enemy were ex- 
tremely buſy this day in muſtering all the 
cattle on the iſland, and driving them into 
Palais; which they did in a very ſucceſsful 
and almoſt uninterrupted manner. The com- 
modore ſent the general a battalion of ma- 
rint:s, under the command of captain Caru- 
thers, who were of the greateſt ſervice dur- 
ing the ſiege of Palais. 


1 2 5th, party of our army took 
poſſeſſion of the Ausge of Bordilla, and be- 
A intrench themſelves, but they were 


22 diſlodged 
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Gn the 26k, Tha — *. de 
St. Croix had not retreated into the citadel, 
but ſeemed to ſhew ſome reſolutions of ſtand- 
ing a pitched battle, as it was thought, and 
for this, day intrenched bis army. On the 
contrary hand, we alſo intrenched as well as 
* | 


| yp BY the troops, that 
their artillery e eee 
on board the ſhips, and ſeveral high winds 
for.. three, or four. days after their 
prevented their being ſent to them. The | 5 
French were no ſooner informed of this dic. . 
aſter, than they immediately erected fix re- | 
doubts to defend the different enterances into 
the town, of Palais, and they were quite 
compleated when the artillery was EM: 
ſhore, . which ores co the aÞth, 


In the incerim general . 

a manifeſto, importing, . That if tho pron 
bitapts were milling to enter under the pro- | 
teftin , of, the Britiſh government, * 4 
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ſhould be allowed the free exerciſe of their 
religion, and enjoy all their rights and pri- 
vileges, and receive every encouragement as 
they did from the king of France.” This 
had a very good effect on many of the inha- 
bitants, who plainly ſaw that the iſland muſt 
in time ſurrender, therefore great numbers. 
embraced this offer. 


The redoubts which the enemy threw up 
to defend Palais, were perhaps the beſt con- 
ſtructed that ever were ſeen; and it mult be 
owned, to the honour of the enemy, that 
they took every precaution which wiſdom 
could ſuggeſt, and were indefatigable beyond, 
belief. 


When the army appeared within ſight of 
Palais, general Hodgſon ſummoned the go- 
vernor of the citadel, the chevalier de St, 
Croix, who was yet in a kind of a camp un- 
der the walls of the citadel, to ſurrender, but 
he bravely replied, That he would defend 
the place to the laſt extremity,” 


When we came to break ground in order 
to erect batteries, our engineers declared it 
was impoſſible to _ on the approaches in 

o 
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a proper manner till the Aron 14 redoubts 
were carried: 


On hs 27th of April, ſome mortars were 
brought up, and began to play on the town 
of Palais. By this time the enemy were all 
within the walls. The garriſon in the town 
were ſuppoſed to amount to about 4000 
men, one half embodied, and the other half 
militia. The plate belonging to the churches 
in the villages was all carried into the citadel. 
The inhabitants began to ſupply us with 
| proviſions, and we in return paid them 
their own price. 


That truly amiable gentleman Sir William 
Peere Williams, who was a captain in Bur- 
goyne's light-horſe, on this expedition, was 
about this time cut off in the following man- 
ner: his eagerneſs to ſee and know all, ex- 
poſed him to the moſt dangerous ſteps : one 
evening when he went to reconnoitre the 
ſituation of the enemy, attended only by a 
domeſtic ſervant, he did not attempt to re- 
turn till dark night, when he unfortunately 
miſſed his way: he no ſooner. diſcovered his 
miſtake, than he cried aloud to his ſervant 
in the _ language, We are wrong. A 

| French 
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French centinel, who lay flat on the ground, 
overheard theſe words, and immediately 
fired his piece, which being aimed at the 
brave volunteer killed hn on the ſpot, 


The batteries were from this time as faſt 
as poſſible erected, and began, to play wich 
great fury on both the town and citadel. 
The walls of this latter eemed proof againſt 
our cannon, but the town and the interior 
part of the citadel were ſeveral times ſet on 


fire by our bombs. 


In the night between the 5th and 6th of 
May, the Chevalier de St. Croix ordered a+ 
well concerted fally, in which 800 of his. 
troops ſharply attack ed Grey's and the light- 
horſe, who loſt between them near 500 
men, and took major-general Crauford pri- 
ſoner, to the great regret of the ſoldiery. 
However, in a little time, the enemy re- 
treated into the town again, where they did 
not fail to boaſt of their ſucceſs. Every 
night we had ſkirmiſhes with the enemy. 


Before our engineers had finiſhed the ſe- 
cond parallel for the lines, it was judged 
neceſſary to attack the encmy's redoubts. 

E 2 At 
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At day- break on the 13th, the er" Ore 
dered 200 men to attack that redoubt which 
lay next their right flank ; they were aſſiſted 
with four. pieces of cannon, and upwards of 
thirty cohorns, which in a little time ob- 
- Iiged the enemy to retire. Had this re- 
doubt been defended in a proper manner, 
the taking of it would have coſt us great 
trouble and many lives, as it was captain Ca- 
ruther's of the marines, and captain Smith of 
Loudon's, took poſſeſſion of it, with the loſs 
of only between thirty and forty men. The 
carrying of this redoubt ſtruck ſuch a panic 
into the French, that they almoſt abandoned 
two of the others, which were taken with 
* little loſs, 


The attack of theſe redoubts being heard 
in the camp, Colvill's regiment was marched 
down to the trenches where brigadier Jen- 
nings commanded, who ſaid he wanted no 
aſſiſtance, as the three redoubts were carried 
and every thing quiet. Pleaſure was viſible 
in every countenance with the glorious ſuc- 
ceſs of that morning; and colonel Morgan 
happened. to ſay, that it was pity the other 
three redoubts were. not attacked inſtantly, 
whilſt che French were in a panic. Major 

* | Neſbit 
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Neſbit of Colvill's, replied, that if he had 
200 men he would attempt it. On which 
colonel Teeſdale ſaid, he might take 200 
men of Colvill's, and he would be anſwer- 
able for it, as in ſuch caſes there was no 


time to be loſt. The colonel acquainted the 
brigadicr with major Neſbit's offer, which 
he ſaid he had no objection to. The colo- 
nel then faid he might take the whole regi- 
ment, as they did not conſiſt of more than 
370 men off duty, and that the regiment 
would volunteer it. The regiment accord- 
ingly marched, and took poſſeſſion of the 
three redoubts without the loſs of a man; 
but before the gorge could be cloſed in thar 
which the colonel commanded, they killed 
him four men and wounded five. Major 
Neſbit was wounded by the ſtones of a wall 
in the front, which their ſhot threw amongſt 
them. Colonel Teeſdale had a narrow 
eſcape ; a thirty-fix pounder came through 
the parapet he was leaning againſt, and juſt 
touched his ſhoulder, for they had made 
every part cannon proof, except that next 
the citadel. As one party of Colvill's was 
advancing under captain Broomhead, more 
than 150 of the French abandoned the re- 
doubt, and marched into the covered way. 
In 
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In theſe tedoubts were found ammunition, 
— and FO plenty of intrenching 


. 


The marines behaved with aſtoniſhing 
intrepidity in this affair ; they advanced to. . 
2 attack with great bravery, and after aj 
| ſmart fire drove the enemy from their ſitua- 
tion in diſorder, who rallied, and preſently 
returned to the ſcene of action: the marines 
having at this time expended their ammuni- 
tion, were in their turn obliged to retire. In 
a little time they received a ſupply of am- 
munition z upon which they reſolutely 
marched. up to the enemy with their bayo- 
nets fixed, and giving them one general 
fire, which did great execution, forced them 
with their bayonets. In this action the 
French loſt a great many men; the regi- 
ment of Du Nice, which is eſteemed one of 
the beſt in the French king's ſervice, loſt at 
leaſt 800 men killed and priſoners. The: 
marines were ſupported by Loudpn's ; and 
both, with uncommon. ſpirit purſued the 
enemy as they retreated from the redoubts;: 


into the town of Palais. The marines en- 


tered the ſtreets pellmell with the fugitives, 


who, ran with amazing, ſpeed towards the 


citadel; 
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citadel ; but though its gates were opened 
as opportunely as poſſible, yet the governor 
was obliged to ſhut them, when even up- 
wards of 100 of his men were left out, to 

t the marines from entering the cita- 
del in the ſame manner they had entered the 
town. The enemy's troops in the town were 
all made priſoners, and the inhabitants im- 
mediately ſubmitted to the general. | 


The marines, for their remarkable bra- 
very, received the thanks of the general, 
who, as a further mark of his approbation, 
and intention'of ſhewing them all the diſtin- 
guiſhing ſigns of honour, placed them on 
the right of his army. 


At this time the troops received the thanks 
of the king for their bravery in landing ; end- 
general Hodgſon returned his thanks, in a 
ſhort and ſenſible harangue. 


In the town of Palais, of which we were 
quiet poſſeſſors on the 14th, we found an 
hoſpital of the fick and wounded of the. 
enemy, and ſome of the Britiſh ſoldiers who 
had been taken in the late ſally, and in the 


attacks of the 8th and 22d days of April ; 
but 
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but colonel Crauford, with a great many 
| ee cerricd-invothe etagels l 


(- 


3 0 The figizets from this time frequently ad- 
'  wvancedvery near the citadel, and ſometimes 

5 were almoſt under the walls. 5 
| Thi jroverner; atria excelling 
in all acts of politeneſs, ſent word to general 


Hoglgſon, that he had given orders not to 


fire into the town of Palais, though it was in 


the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh troops; becauſe 
he perceived many perſons, who'did not bear 


-_ arms, were led to it through mere motives 
of ſeeing a French town; he therefore 


thought it cruelty to deſtroy thoſe innocent 
perſons. | 


Soon after general Crauford was taken 


priſoner, and colonel gurgoyne was diſpatched 
to the continent to treat with the duke d'At- 
quillon [ar the duke's requeſt] concerning the 
exchange of priſoners, The duke did not 
know at that time of the redoubts being ta- 
ken, and therefore he could not help expreſ- 
fing his ſentiments to colonel Burgoyne, con- 
' cerning them, with all the vivacity of a 

French | genius: he faid it would be the end 
g of 


| 
{ 
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of July before - the Engliſh were maſters of 
thoſe. 1 and he was in no doubt, if 


I 


th take take them, it would be with the 
7 of at leaſt 5000 men. —— Perhaps his 


graces's words might have proved true, if 
theſe redoubts had been kfended by ſuch, 
men. as our marines. The intention. of the 
duke, in deſiring this conference, was to get 
the Engliſh een che citadel of Palais, 

removed to the continent; and in chis, he 
pretended to affect motives of hoſpitality, 
urging, that in the citadel they were reduced 
to many inconveniences. But commodore 
Keppel, who knew that ſuch conveyance to 
the continent could not be made without his 
permiſſion, as his flect was ſtationed in ſuch 
2 manner as to effeCtually cut off all com- 
munication: between, Belleiſle and the main 
land, rejected this propoſal and knowing, 
that the duke's real intention was no other 
than to rid St. Croix of ſo many uſelcſ 
mouths in his citadel, * thereby be enabled 
to hold out the longe 1. 

During all this * the approaches were 
carried on againſt the citadel with great ſpirit 
and ſucceſs, and new batteries were conti- 
nually erecting, while the ſhips ſupplied 
| . with guns; but, as yet, the walls of 


(38) 45 

Ic citadel were proof againſt the batfs 
e heavieſt c cannon which had been bunte 
ast them : its rocky fides were, to al p 

es, impregn able for foriie uche. 
HDetuachments o ſcbuted the coun- 
ty and ſeized upon all the' Villages, in fort 
of Which" Haan parties of the enemy wete 
N pH, Who were müde priſoner In a vety 
wort time the whole iſland, except the cita- 
88, Was Untler Britiſh fidjeRtion. It muſt 
not be forgot; chat the © ſhared the 
-opititoh of the troops, By whom He 
1s aowed to be exceeding cool. = 

5 " Adi wete not ptovifiois nag 
the and for the ſupport of the army, wh 
ad been Rally reinforded from England, 
they were under the neceffity of having pros 
r amd indeed they 
cifely Kipp, Paiticularly with 

o and Wel. * 247 
About dite middle of Ma „ & ded 16% 
We dh Bande les, and in che cnp, 
that the French were hard at Work in equip- 
Fung a fleet M Breſt, and unsther at Roche- 
fort, Which wee to  thitte in the bay 'of 
| QiliBerdh; to take on bo#rt the troops under 
mme bammand of the due d'Riguilidn, ad 
deep the relief of BalleMe by lind rid 
ſea 3 
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- ſea; though it gained a little credit at fir, 
it evaperated ſoon after; but before the end 
of che month it was current again, = 


affirmed: by ſeveral. 
bay as the enemy's redoubts were 


Wee” a battery was immediately erected 
within piſtol of them, conſiſting four 24 

ders and ten 32 Pounders, which were 

„ directly levelled againſt the ramparts of 
'the citadel, that bore the end of the 16th 
of May, they had diſmoynted five of the 
. enemy's guns; and every ſucceeding day 


they played with great fury againſt the 


ot, 10 a very hort time our approaches were 
catried on extremely cloſe to the walls of the 
_ citadel, and our batterigs were increaſed to 
40 mortars, 10 howitzers, ten 32 pounders, 
and twenty 24 pounders. The n miners Wefe 
commanded by captain Williams, who gained 
great honour at the battle of Minden. 
g che 16th, of May, our bombe fet the 
_ Gitadel on fire in ſeveral laces, and the 
enemy untiled the tops "I heir houſes, in 
order to prevent theſs fires for the future. 
* the 13th, to che 21ſt, there Was con- 
inual firing night and day, and many men 
Ne on both ſides. Every night our bombs 
4 F 2 ſeem- 


"1 

ſeemed like 1 the toſſing of oranges. On the 
21ſt, 224, and 23d, we had 5A deal of 
heavy rain and high winds, which conſider- 
ably retarded. our progreſs i in the operations 
of the ſiege. However, as well as we could 
75 continued our preparations, and as ſoon 

as poſſible reſumed them with vigour. 

n the 24th it was fine Weather, and our 
bh were, redoubled againſt the citadel : 
MAE yo be ſeen but fire and ſmoke, 

. be heard but one continued 

32 3 boml $ and cannon, . Our canhon this 
day made a ſmall breach, which filled every 
. with j joy, as they now found the pita- 
1 was got impregnable. This day . de 
St, Croix hoiſted a blue flag, and continued 
it lying all day: at firſt we did not under- 
ſtand the r g of jt ; but afterwards we 
found! it was Fl gnal to t e duke d' Aiguillon, 
"IC was enoamped on che po int of Qyiberon, 
in fight of Belleiſle, to let bim know that 
the citadel was in great diſtreſs, Our mi- 
pers: continyed to work very, hard, and'in a 
ſhort time made tolerable prog reſs. We 
 contigued the ſame ſpirit in kin till juſt be- 
fare the place ſurrendered. mga enemy's 
fire this day began to flacken, and on the 
25th it was greatly abated, We were 
, now 
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no in hopes that che place would Hoff ſur- 
render but dye were dccciyed, for it Was 


— ry we had eder ima- 
Eined. 018701) 5 $13 enn, n,Exb ovatd iH 
Netti wee end oF Hhomth A breach was 
made in the Walls ef the Gat; and we 
began to batter in breac tit 
„e e few days before 
(about the hots 24th, and 25th) in the camp, 
that lolgſon intended to celebrate 
the King's Ss brd a. in the citadel; but at 
that time it was much doubted by many, and 
eſpecially by thoſe who had viewed the ſot- 
1 tifications, which were for che moſt part cut 
out of a rock, and had all the | 
"of the fimous Vauban, whoſe maſter-picte 
it is called. ul hal. 
Soon after we e joined by the old buf 
- from Euglend, and general Boſcawen's regi- 
ment from the iſtand of Jerſey, which latter 
1 was extreamly forry for, becauſe the poor 
inhabitants of Jerſey are now under a neceſ- 
| My of doing duty at their forts. 
When the breach was niade, the governor 
| Jom bs time in attempting to repairoit j but 
in this work we wele rather too quick for 
them, for the breach was made wider much 
| faſter man they could ropir it. þ va On 
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On che 23d day of June the breach Was 
lage enough for a gpagh to enter, im at. The 
esd now began hu. be, afmaid. of.a;ſtorm. 
His brave defence was the admiration, of the 
-Riitich- officers: However, he teſolved not 
9 rendot till reduard in the lad extremity, 


not, it in not yet known. many gung of the 
nadel were diſcharged at our, man in the 


a est many wen killed. .. The Britiſh, of- 


 ficers could nat hut be: ſurprized at this fre, 
a8 none of the like kind had been. | 


: baſane. There wes on baſtion of the cita- 


r 40. Ge cle aud Holter 
eee found in i, that they wee a 
bled to hold out ſo lang. ub uioh Jo 


With hard, ſtruggling the "governay fil 
helch om the ditadei four days longer At 
vngth, an the 74h, Sbbont. eight Slo in the 


marning be beat che Shamade, r partsy, 
and by 4 O cli the afternoon. the articles 


f ä were . when Beau- 


clerk's 
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ae gran ether 


poſſeſſion of it. 
8 
loſs, but it is 
2000 men A 75 
Tenet er Bled, . 
. CRT 
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As fon as the articles of ns were 
ſigned,, many: perſons. in che ſervice of the 
ernment, who were on board the fleet, 

thoilgh not belonging to the military Adept 
ment, expected to come aſhore and ſettle, 
either in the town of Palais, or ſome of the 
villages in its neighbourhood ; but hitherto 

22 have not enjoyed their hopes, though it 
is not doubted but in a very ſhort time there 
| vill be a-free aoceſs for all perſons between 


tte iſland and the fleet. It is believed on 


board the ſhips, chat they are ſhortly, to be 
_ Joined by a ſquadron of men of war from 
England, and that the troops on Belleiſle 
weill alſo be joined by another body of troops; 
all which are to unite, and compoſe another 
expedition againſt the enemy, more _ 
* wn this was. | 


